
 



Acclarion:  Who We Are and 

What We Do 

F.A.Q. or F.Y.I. or J.S.Y.K. 

(Just So You Know..) 

 

You're musicians.  Do elaborate... 

Dave:  I play the concert accordion, also known 

as the free-bass accordion or the classical 

accordion.  Whatever you want to call it, it's 

very cool.  The instrument itself is a Hohner 

Gola, which is the Rolls Royce of accordions.  

Only a handful of people in North America play 

the instrument professionally...we like being 

different!  I also play the piano, compose 

original music for our duo, and do the bulk of 

the arranging. 

Becky:  I play the clarinets; everything from the 

standard B Flat, to the Bass Clarinet (our 

weapon of mass destruction when we travel 

through airports), the high-pitched E Flat, and 

my personal fave, the Alto, which Dave 

affectionately refers to as the "toilet duck" 

clarinet, for the way it's shaped.  I also play 

most woodwinds, including the sax, the flute, 

oboe, bassoon, and I've been dabbling in 

something called a xaphoon! 

 

 

What's your style? 

Becky:  We learned early on that despite our 

eclectic tastes and our desire not to slap a label 

on everything, it's awful hard to market your 

music if you can't describe it.  For a while, we 

were using the term "classical-crossover", but 

that's not really the most descriptive term.  Then 

I suggested, "Music to tickle your ears." But 

here's a more precise description (drum roll 

please):  we play instrumental music with 

singable melodies, luscious harmonies, and 

driving rhythms. Sometimes it's introspective, 

delicate, and thought-provoking; other times, it's 

in-your-face, virtuosic, look at my fingers fly!  

Dave:  And our music gets right to the point.  

We're classically trained musicians, and we've 

learned over the years that not everyone can 

appreciate a 30-60 minute symphony, concerto, 

or sonata.  We make classical music accessible 

to our audiences by presenting shorter, more 

intense works, which leave audiences energized 

and inspired...no yawns during our concerts! 

What types of gigs do you do? 

Dave:  We're most at home on the stage, 

whether that be in a concert hall, a church, a 

school gymnasium, or your living room.  We 

mostly do concerts with a seated, attentive 

audience, more so than background music in 

restaurants or clubs.  Although, we like to 

interact with our audience, so you never can tell 

how/when an audience member will be 

incorporated into the show :) 

Becky:  Outreach is really important for us.  We 

want to de-stigmatize classical music and make 

it accessible to all ages.  Some of our favourite 

performances span the generations as we might 

play a school during the morning, a retirement 

home in the afternoon, and a community concert 

in the evening. 



How do you take the formality out of 

classical music? 

Dave:  I'm not going to lie to you...I've been 

raised to live and breathe classical music; I 

studied with a university music professor from 

the age of 11 and have come to value above all, 

the ability to appreciate the refinement and 

complexity of everything from the Baroque to 

the Avant-Garde.  But, I also can understand 

how many people that haven't been brought up 

with this kind of music can find it hard to 

relate.  They don't necessarily want to put on 

their Sunday Best, attend a concert where they 

must sit silently through 3 large-scale works, 

and be scared of applauding between 

movements of a symphony. 

Becky:  Exactly.  It's kind of like people that get 

intimidated going into a fine-dining restaurant, 

with haute cuisine, and not even knowing how 

to eat the duck confit "amuse bouche" that was 

brought to your table. 

Dave:  She's speaking from experience, folks! 

Becky:  So getting back to your question.  In 

our concerts, we speak with our audience.  

We tell stories about the pieces, we share insight 

into many issues that our audiences relate to.  

We take the "nervousness" out of the crowd 

(although admittedly, not out of ourselves!) and 

allow them to laugh, dance in their seats, or tap 

to the beat (as long as it's in time!) 

 

 

So, do you see yourselves as musical 

rebels? 

Dave:  Hahaha!  Yeah, we make rappers and 

metal-heads cower in fear.  Seriously though, 

that's the dichotomy that exists with Acclarion:  

we are uncompromising in our quest for musical 

excellence; there's a serious side that comes out 

in a passionate musical performance, but there's 

also a relaxed, "hey let's go out there and have 

some fun" side.  Just to give you an idea of how 

diverse my interests are, my favourite comedy 

TV show is Frasier, because of its sophisticated 

and witty writing, incomparable acting, and 

pretentious yet lovable characters...by the same 

token, I like professional wrestling for it's not so 

sophisticated writing, indigestible acting, and 

circus-inspired, over the top characters. 

Becky:  And our musical tastes extend to 

everything else.  One night we'll be cooking a 

five-course gourmet meal, and the next day 

we'll equally enjoy a Quarter Pounder with 

Cheese. 

Your slogan says, "charming, 

spontaneous, dazzling".  Just because 

you say it, doesn't make it so... 

Dave:  Whoa!  Hold up there!  Are you 

suggesting we're not charming?  (big toothy 

grin). 

Becky:  I don't know...the charming part...well, 

Dave has charmed me.  He once bought me 

flowers... 

Dave:  Ha...ha...ha.  As for the spontaneous and 

dazzling, well, you'll just have to watch one of 

our concerts.  We've been known to shake 

things up and (gasp) not even follow a set play 

list.  We were tired of classical artists always 

conforming to a specific program.  We loved the 

way jazz musicians would just play a set, and 

maybe even entertain an audience request.  So, 

we created the "Wheel O' Tunes." 



Becky:  Yes, we put all of our pieces on a giant 

spinning wheel (like a low-budget version of 

Wheel of Fortune) and had audience members 

spin the wheel.  The tune they landed on was the 

tune we'd play.  That might not scare jazz 

musicians or singer-songwriters, but when was 

the last time you saw a classically trained string 

quartet do something like that? 

Did it work well? 

Dave:  We're not doing it anymore.  Not 

because it didn't work, just because lugging yet 

another giant prop through airport security is 

quite a hassle. 

Now for the hard questions:  what's it 

like making a living in the music 

business? 

Becky:  When we first started out in 2003, we 

had all these aspirations that our music would 

break through and we'd become the "rock stars 

of classical music." Then we went to a music 

conference with a pretty famous singer-

songwriter, Mark Jordan.  He had written songs 

for guys like Sting and Rod Stewart.  He asked 

us what part of "the biz" we were in.  We said 

that we do classical/instrumental music.  He 

responded, "so you're not even in the music biz 

then!"  Ouch, but he had a point...(oh, and he 

and his equally famous wife, Amy Sky, 

had listened to our CD and loved it!) 

Dave:  Like many independent musicians that 

don't churn out mainstream hits for the big 

record labels (are there even any big record 

labels left?) we make our living by dabbling in a 

variety of interests.  We're both certified 

teachers and have spent years in the public 

school system; we've taught music privately; 

we've done photography and website design; 

we've developed an iPad app, and of course, 

we've performed on concert stages throughout 

North America. 

 

A lot of partners dig separate careers, 

so they can get their personal space.  

Do you two ever get sick of each other, 

working together all the time? 

 

Becky:  No comment. 

Dave:  I'd like to assert my Fifth Amendment 

privilege...wait, I'm Canadian...do I even have 

that privilege? 

Being a unique musical ensemble must 

have both its rewards and drawbacks.  

What are the some of the pros and 

cons of being the "only" concert 

accordion and clarinet duo? 

Becky:  We're not the only in the world...we've 

been to festivals and seen other accordion and 

clarinet duos, mainly in Europe.  That said, 

we're pretty much it in Canada and dare I say, 

North America.  On top of that, even though 

you'll find the two instruments together 

oftentimes, the specific repertoire we play is 

what really makes the duo unique. 

Dave:  I'd like to think we could borrow Arby's 

slogan, "different is good."  Or Taco Bell's, 

"think outside the bun..." (or actually, "think 

inside the squeezebox.") 



Becky:  Presenters are always hesitant to feature 

our act until they've seen us play and talked to 

us.  I'll admit, it can be a hard sell, mainly 

because people have preconceived notions of 

what we're supposed to be. 

Dave:  Part of the rush of what we do is taking 

doubters, and turning them into believers.  I 

can't tell you how many times we've had 

audience members come up to us after a show 

and say something like, "I never thought I 

would ever enjoy an accordion and clarinet 

concert, but that was amazing." 

Would you say your unique ensemble 

has been more or less of an advantage 

than say, if you were part of a string 

quartet or a piano trio? 

Dave:  We pride ourselves on being different.  

Don't get me wrong, I love string quartets, piano 

trios, brass quintets, etc.  But I like bringing 

people a new sound experience, new music, a 

new presentation style that they never expected.  

And most of all, I like having them leave 

thinking, "that was cool." 

Becky:  The unique factor gets us noticed, but at 

times, it also can hurt us.  There have been times 

where we've been told it would be "safer" to go 

with a string quartet.  Power to them.  We'll just 

keep doing what we love and deliver to those 

people that find value in our music. 

What are some long-term goals for 

Acclarion? 

Dave:  We're in it for the long haul.  We've 

played instruments since we were kids.  

Together, we've done Acclarion for 10 years.  (I 

better buy Becky her second set of flowers to 

celebrate our 10th anniversary).  We have given 

up a lot to follow our hearts and make music the 

focal point of our lives.  We want to be able to 

challenge our creativity each day.  We want to 

share the gifts God has given us with others.  

We want to reach children and instil a passion in 

them for the arts.  We're motivated to grow 

artistically, to entertain, to inspire.  Who knows 

what direction we'll go...but we'll enjoy the 

journey! 

Becky:  Long-term goal for Acclarion?  I'm 

thinking, concert on the moon! 

 

 

ACCLARION 

www.acclarion.ca 

Like us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/acclarion 

SQUEEZY BOOK 

www.squeezybook.com 

Follow Squeezy on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/squeezybook 

http://www.acclarion.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/acclarion
http://www.squeezybook.com/

